
 

 

OUR SICK LIST: 
We have had several people out over the past couple of weeks with various 
health issues. Hope all will soon be well! 
 
Please add Jean Moses, a friend of Kathy Horne, to your prayer list. She has 
been diagnosed with Stage IV liver cancer. 
 
Dusty Pouncey has been undergoing testing for a bone marrow match. Prayers 
that a match can be found are requested. 
 
Keep Ouida Petty’s brother’s family in your prayers.  
 
Please make sure to continue to keep Carol Ann Woodall in your prayers. 
 
Remember Ricky McElwain and Clayton Rhodes who are recovering from 
surgery. 
 
Larry Petty’s aunt, Grace Dunn, has been hospitalized recently and is need of 
our prayers. 
 
Also, remember Donnie McGough is struggling with cancer. 
 
Neet Duffie, Jessica’s friend, does have a cancerous tumor.  
 
Continue to remember Doris McElwain, Eureka Rhodes, and Maddie Posey-
Leslie. 
 
CONTINUE TO REMEMBER: 
Jason Hall; C.J. Faulk; Mildred Dunn; Ryan Furr; Wendell Sexton; Nancy 
Bennett; Betty Sue Faulk; Jean Jerrell; Mickey Price; Layne Bennett; Caye 
Lindsey; Donnie Boyd; Libby Jackson; Teresa Howard; Betty Walker; Paul 
Best; Tiffany Fussell; Charles & Jean Pitts; Forrest Bishop. 
 
THIS AFTERNOON AT 4:30 – Ladies/Girls Class 
meeting downstairs in the building. Our young girls 
will be presenting to the class. All ladies and girls are 
invited. 
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PRAY ABOUT IT 
One of the feelings that I most dislike is to feel like a vehicle I am in is spinning 
out of control. I think that is why I am not very fond of rollercoasters. I do not like 
that feeling of a lack of control and feeling dizzy and unsure. I think that from 
time to time all of us have experienced that feeling in our lives. It seems like 
some portion (or maybe all of) our life is spinning out of control, and we feel 
dizzied by it.  
 
For the Christian, the most obvious answer is simply “pray about it.” We are 
commanded to “pray without ceasing” (1 Thessalonians 5:17). Instead of 
worrying we are told “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and 
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God” 
(Philippians 4:6-8). 
 
There are a few questions that we should ask ourselves about prayer as we face 
the dizzying uncertainty, especially when things feel like they are spinning out of 
control. 
 

1. IS PRAYER ONLY A “911” CALL FOR US? Do we “resort to prayer” 
when nothing else is working? Prayer should not be a “when all else 
fails” option. If we truly pray without ceasing, then when things seem to 
be spinning out of control we are simply doing what we always do, 
making our requests known to God. 
 

2. IS OUR PRAYER A REQUEST FOR GOD TO MAKE THINGS 
CONFORM TO THE WAY WE WANT THEM? In the impassioned 
moments in the Garden of Gethsemane as Jesus faced the horror to 
come later in that morning, He fervently prayed for the “cup” to pass 
from Him. In other words, if there was any other way, could it be done. 
But, in all of His prayers that night, He made the powerful statement, 
“Your will be done and not Mine”. Are we praying with the understanding 
that we are asking God to work things out in the best way, the way that 
may well be beyond our capacity to understand, or are we demanding 
He answer in a certain way? There is a major difference in those two. 
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3. DO WE PRAY EXPECTING GOD TO MEET OUR TIMELINE, OR HIS? 
Further, do we understand that a God Who stands in eternity and Who is 
at all moments in time has a much better understanding of not only how 
but when to answer our prayers. Sometimes we can be like the little 
child who demands what he wants right now and pitches a fit if he 
doesn’t get it. 
 

4. DO OUR PRAYERS INCLUDE A REQUEST FOR WISDOM? Truly, 
one of the most valuable objects of prayer is a prayer for wisdom. James 
says, “5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all 
liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him” (James 1:5). 
 

5. DO OUR PRAYERS COME WITH FAITH IN OUR HEARTS? In James 
1 the author continues, “6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he 
who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For let 
not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is a 
double-minded man, unstable in all his ways” (James 1:6-8). Do we truly 
believe that God will answer our prayers, or do we consider it just an exercise 
in futility? 
 

6. DO OUR PRAYERS INCLUDE A THANKFUL AND GRATEFUL 
SPIRIT? Remember the instruction of the Apostle Paul in 1 
Thessalonians 5:16-18 “16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 in 
everything give thanks; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” If we 
ask without a thankful spirit it is no longer asking but demanding. “God, 
you do this for me!” Paul says the giving of thanks is God’s will for us in 
Jesus. 
 

7. DO OUR PRAYERS COME WITH A WILLINGNESS TO ACCEPT 
GOD’S ANSWER? It is accurate to say that the answers to our specific 
requests in prayer are: “Yes”, “No”, and “Wait a while”. Sometimes we 
can see the immediate response by God in our lives (through His 
providential care, not miraculously). At other times, like Jesus in the 
garden, or Paul and his thorn in the flesh, the answer to the specific 
request is “no”. And, sometimes when it seems the answer is no, it is 
really “wait a while”. God knows the future. God knows what is best for 
us, and what is best period. Are we willing to accept God’s answer to our 
prayers? Do we trust Him to know what should be, with His knowledge 
of things we cannot know?  

 
“…The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much” (James 5:16). 
Even though we no longer live in the age of miracles, I still believe that this 
statement is true. And if you are a faithful servant of the Lord Jesus Christ, it 
applies to you! So, Pray About It. 
 
For your consideration, Dean 
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SERMON NOTES: 
1/26/20 

The Seven Churches of Asia: 
SARDIS 

Revelation 3:1-6 
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