
 

 

OUR SICK LIST: 
Keep Ouida Petty’s brother’s family in your prayers.  
 
Please make sure to continue to keep Carol Ann Woodall in your prayers. 
 
Ricky McElwain is still home recovering from ankle surgery. 
 
Kathy Horne is at home recovering from hip surgery. 
 
Neet Duffie, Jessica’s friend, does have a cancerous tumor.  
 
Continue to remember Doris McElwain, Eureka Rhodes, and Maddie Posey-
Leslie. 
 
CONTINUE TO REMEMBER: 
Jason Hall; C.J. Faulk; Mildred Dunn; Ryan Furr; Wendell Sexton; Nancy 
Bennett; Betty Sue Faulk; Jean Jerrell; Mickey Price; Layne Bennett; Caye 
Lindsey; Donnie Boyd; Libby Jackson; Carol Ann Woodall; Teresa 
Howard; Betty Walker; Paul Best; Tiffany Fussell; Charles & Jean Pitts; 
Forrest Bishop. 
 
IF EVERYONE WOULD, PLEASE CHECK THE “CONTINUE TO REMEMBER” 
LIST AND HELP CONFIRM WHO STILL NEEDS TO BE ON IT (OR ADDED 
TO IT). Any that we cannot confirm will be removed from the list.  
 
 

Some Area Events: 
 
Liberty Church of Christ  - Senior Adult Rally, Saturday Jan. 25 
    Mike Glenn, Lynchburg, VA speaking 
    Clydetta Fulmer, Montgomery, AL  
                                                    teaching Ladies Class 
     

-Gospel Meeting, Mike Glenn, Lynchburg,  
    VA. January 26-29 
    Sunday – 9:00 Bible Class; 10:00 & 7:00            
                                                    Worship (Meal after morning service) 
    Monday-Wednesday 7:00 PM 
 
North Lowndes Church of Christ – Ladies Day, Saturday Feb. 1 
(details on bulletin board) 
     
It looks like winter may return in the next couple of days. 
Everyone stay warm and safe. 
 
PAGE 4  

CHURCH OF CHRIST 
HIGHLAND HOME, AL 
Highlandhomecoc.weebly.com 
kellydean3@gmail.com 
(334)850-2408 
 
       RAMBLINGS 

1/19/20 
 Ramblings from the Preacher’s Desk 

A FALSE CONCEPT 
[Disclaimer: I am not a fan of Rick Warren at all, but 
sometimes good quotes come from a source with which we 
will often disagree!] “Our culture has accepted two huge lies. The 
first is that if you disagree with someone’s lifestyle, you must fear 
or hate them. The second is that to love someone means you 
agree with everything they believe or do. Both are nonsense. You 
don’t have to compromise convictions to be compassionate” (Rick 
Warren). I believe that this is an accurate assessment of how may 
in our country view things, possibly more than ever before. It has 
become “you have to totally agree with me or you hate me (more 
accurately, or I will hate you).” 
 
I cannot help but think of two professors that I had in graduate 
school years ago. One was a liberal preacher in a denominational 
body. Way back in the 80s he was advocating homosexual 
marriage, and “open sex” period. He and I could not have been any 
further apart ideologically. Sometimes he would pick at me about it. 
I remember to this day his saying in class, “There are no 
absolutes!” I raised my hand and asked him, “Are you absolutely 
sure of that?” He laughed, and said, “well, you got me on that didn’t 
you!” We seriously disagreed on many matters. I also would write 
on tests the answers he wanted, and then followed them with an 
addendum stating what I actually believed on the given subject. He 
did not fail me for disagreeing. He did not call the “thought police.” 
He did not claim that I was a threat to the other students, and that 
they needed a safe place from me. He simply disagreed, and gave 
me credit for my work. I made an A in every class I took under him, 
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without compromising my integrity. 

The other professor claimed to be an agnostic. He wasn’t sure 
about whether there was a God, etc. I had him for graduate 
courses in literature. He was constantly asking me to comment on 
biblical references in English literature, and showed respect for my 
comments. Again, we disagreed on some basic matters, but we 
could still treat each other respectfully. 

In one of the most judgmental things I have read recently, I read an 
article about someone whose child had come out as bi-sexual. 
Because her parents did not, and could not, accept her actions as 
right, one person said, “these are parents who love their child 
conditionally!” To declare that because a parent does not accept 
the choices or lifestyle of their child as right means that they don’t 
love them unconditionally is a great jump in logic. How much more 
judgmental could someone get? Children do not always make 
good choices. Sometimes parents are heartbroken by their 
choices. But that does not mean that they love them less because 
of it. I assume the one who wrote those words has felt the heart of 
the parents, and has known their grief and concern based on true 
conviction. I assume he is in the position to JUDGE their hearts, 
motives, concerns, and love. Isn’t that the mantra of the 
“progressives”? “Don’t judge” to them means you have to agree 
with me and my thinking. It is OK for me to disagree with you, and 
to attack you, and to hate you – but you should not do that to me.” 

On the other hand, if we are not careful we can be guilty of the 
same type of attitude. Remember the Pharisees in passages like 
Matthew 9 “10 Now it happened, as Jesus sat at the table in the 
house, that behold, many tax collectors and sinners came and 
sat down with Him and His disciples. 11 And when the 
Pharisees saw it, they said to His disciples, “Why does your 
Teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” Christians should 
understand that we are not to be “holier than thou” in attitude, 
simply holy in our life and what we do. We must stand against evil, 
“hate the sin” while having compassion on the sinner. Let’s be 
careful not to be guilty of the same idea, if you don’t agree with me 
then I am going to hate you!  

Don’t be afraid to have convictions and to show them. But don’t be 
afraid to love others, even the “sinners”. God did (Romans 5:8). 
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SERMON NOTES: 
1/12/20 

The Seven Churches of Asia: 
Smyrna 

Revelation 2:8-11 
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