
 

 

OUR SICK LIST: 
 
Please remember the family of Jean Moses, a friend of Kathy 
Horne, in your prayers. Jean passed away this past Thursday. 
 
Jennifer Mathews’ grandson, Justin, was in Children’s Hospital at 
last report. He is 7 years old and has a ruptured appendix. As of 
last Sunday they could not operate because of infection.  
 
Remember Dusty Pouncey. I believe that it was mentioned that a 
bone marrow donor has been found. 
 
Keep Ouida Petty’s brother’s family in your prayers.  
 
Michelle Rhodes father, Larry Weaver, has been very ill recently. 
Please remember him in your prayers. 
 
Please make sure to continue to keep Carol Ann Woodall in your 
prayers. 
 
Larry Petty’s aunt, Grace Dunn, was hoping to come home last 
Monday. 
 
Also, remember Donnie McGough who is struggling with cancer. 
 
Neet Duffie, Jessica’s friend, has a cancerous tumor.  
 
Continue to remember Doris McElwain, Eureka Rhodes, and 
Maddie Posey-Leslie. 
 
CONTINUE TO REMEMBER: 
Jason Hall; C.J. Faulk; Mildred Dunn; Ryan Furr; Wendell 
Sexton; Nancy Bennett; Betty Sue Faulk; Jean Jerrell; Mickey 
Price; Layne Bennett; Caye Lindsey; Donnie Boyd; Libby 
Jackson; Teresa Howard; Betty Walker; Paul Best; Tiffany 
Fussell; Charles & Jean Pitts; Forrest Bishop. 
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 Ramblings from the Preacher’s Desk 

HOW DO I STAY OPTIMISTIC? 
Thunder rolls, lightning strikes, and storms assail us on 
every side. How can I not view life from a pessimistic 
viewpoint? Politicians tearing into each other, all claiming 
that they are the only one who really cares about 
America, and the other side is the devil incarnate. Today, 
thousands of innocent, unborn children are going to be 
butchered. An openly gay man “married” to another man 
is actually seriously in contention to be nominated to run 
for president. Debauchery fills our television screens and 
our movie theaters. Religious freedom in our country has 
never been on shakier ground. You are afraid to be in 
your house without every door and window locked. Fear 
grips you as you walk to your car at Wal-Mart, or when 
you accidentally cut someone off in traffic, or when you 
attend a large event. The world seems to be set on crazy. 
And then you hear that there is a pandemic occurring, 
with all kinds of accusations about how it began in China, 
and probably a lot of misinformation out there (there 
always is). We have only touched the little peak of the 
giant iceburg of what is bad around us. So, how can 
anyone possibly not be drowned in the ocean of trouble 
that can make us so pessimistic. Can one be optimistic in 
life? What is the answer to all of this?  
 
See Next Page! 
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“I can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me.” Paul’s use of this phrase is in the 
context of dealing with adversity. Paul is made strong in 
his literal imprisonment, as well as all the other problems 
that tried to imprison him, whether emotionally, spiritually 
or physically, by putting his faith and trust in Jesus. He is 
the one to whom Paul looked for “optimism” in the cruel 
world he faced. 

“Therefore humble yourself under the mighty 
hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time, 
Casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.” 
Peter could be optimistic in life because he had learned 
to cast all his cares where they belonged, into the mighty 
hand of God. No matter what happened, he understood 
that God’s care is not futile, and that it does not end. 

“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by 
prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your 
requests be made know unto God; and the peace of 
God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.”  
Wouldn’t you say that “peace that surpasses all 
understanding” is optimistic? Paul knows that he will face 
persecution. Paul is not foolish enough to think that God 
will take away all troubles. But, Paul knew he had the 
power of prayer, and because of that power he could 
have the peace and, yes, optimism that can only be 
found in Jesus. 

“Yet in all these things we are more than 
conquerors through Him Who loved us, For I am 
persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor 
principalities nor powers, nor things present nor 
things to come, nor height nor depth, nor any other 
created thing, shall be able to separate us from the 
love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” Now 
that is optimism!    For Your Consideration, Dean 
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SERMON NOTES: 
3/1/20 

By This We Know: 
God Exists 

Psalms 19:1-3 
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